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Unit 1: Introducing Barnaby Bear to our School and Local Area                                         
A transition unit for Reception/KS1

This unit is intended to be adapted by each teacher to suit their own class/school circumstances. We hope that you will like some of the ideas we suggest, but do make them your own - you may just want to focus on your school or local area for example. Let us know how you get on.
Please note, some of the ideas used here are adapted/influenced by the Year 1 QCA Scheme of Work: Around Our School - The Local Area (QCA 1998)

Revised and adapted by Emily Rotchell (2009)
	Learning Objectives
	Possible Teaching Activities
	Learning Outcomes
	Points to Note

	Who is Barnaby Bear? What can we tell him about our school?

	This activity will help to assess children's prior learning about their school locality.
	Discuss as a class/school what Barnaby might like to know about our school/local area. Record the children's ideas.

Think about ways to present information to Barnaby (e.g. he could be given leaflets, talks, photographs, a tour, maps, pictures, videos, websites etc).

At this point I would recommend making a focus for the children, depending on which skills, knowledge, understanding and attitudes you want to develop.

Visit the Geographical Association Shop to purchase a Barnaby Bear Glove Puppet.
	Recap our knowledge and understanding of our school and its immediate locality.
	You may wish to introduce Barnaby via a poem or a story, or perhaps Barnaby's own Local Area Album. 

Then you might want to make an album of your local area for Barnaby!


	Learning Objectives
	Possible Teaching Activities
	Learning Outcomes
	Points to Note

	Where is the school? Can we see it from the air?

	Where their school is located in relation to other places.

The purpose of an address.
	Show the children a large envelope containing a 'letter/parcel' from Barnaby Bear to the school (Have fun deciding what the contents of this might be...). On the letter will be the school address. Discuss with the children what each line of the address means and how it might help the post person deliver it to the right place.

Type the postcode of the school into a mapping website such as Google Maps or Multimap and see if the correct location comes up. Can the children see the school on an oblique or aerial view with photographs? You may also want to pick out some other key features of your local area.

If you have aerial photographs of your school, you may want to look at these too (check the dates and you could do some historical work looking at changes to your school/local area).
	Start to recognise the school and other local features on maps and aerial photographs.

Recognise an address and how it might be used.
	You could create a map of your school/local area for Barnaby on a display board (this can be done more easily and accurately by photocopying the map onto acetate and putting on an overhead projector pointing at your display board to draw on).

Invent some cross-curricular activities related to the contents of your letter.

(If you have a copy, you could use Barnaby Bear's Atlas or E-Atlas)


	Learning Objectives
	Possible Teaching Activities
	Learning Outcomes
	Points to Note

	What can we show Barnaby about our school/local area?

	Understand the purpose of a key on a map.

Understand what a route is, and come to a decision as to which route might be best.
	Discuss with the children what they think are the most important features to show Barnaby in the school/local area. From this information, plot a route (probably teacher drawn) of a walk for Barnaby to get to know his surroundings a bit better. Discuss possible routes and which might be best and why. 

Explain how keys to maps are used and get the children to create a key for the map and draw symbols to put on the route of features that they know are there.

Hopefully, you will then be able to go on the walk with Barnaby and the children. You could get them to look for features that they haven't mentioned previously en route - therefore further developing their knowledge and understanding, by giving them picture or photographic clues for example (taken previously by yourself or a helper).
	Know what a key on a map may be used for and create pre-agreed symbols for a map.

Recognise some advantages and disadvantages of possible routes around the school/local area. 
	If you have some children in your class who already have experience of maps, perhaps you could give them a map to follow en route, or a plain map to plot the route for example.

Other activities you may want to incorporate could include taking photographs/drawing pictures - which could later be added to your classroom map display.

Make a video to show Barnaby at a later date.


	Learning Objectives
	Possible Teaching Activities
	Learning Outcomes
	Points to Note

	What are our surroundings like?

	To describe the features of the local environment.

To express views on the features.
	Decide on a focus area for your likes dislikes (see points to note).

Ask the children to complete a simple questionnaire to rate the quality of the features (this could be pictorial e.g. smiley or sad face).

Discuss with the children their favourite place seen in the school locality/local area and ask them to write about it/draw it, explaining what makes it their favourite place.
	Use a range of words and pictures to show their views on the quality of the environment.

Know about changes in their locality.
	Please remember to be sensitive to children's feelings - they live and go to school in this area. You therefore may want to limit likes and dislikes to the school grounds or local park for example. This could also provide some useful cross-curricular work with PHSE.

You could also invent places that Barnaby likes and dislikes to tell the children about, these could be quite different from their ideas (perhaps a den or bamboo). The children might want to make some of these places for Barnaby if they are not in the school/local area already!

	Are there any changes taking place in our area?

	How places change for better or worse over time.
	Discuss with the children the changes they have noted during their work on the area. With help from the children, make a list of them and mark them on a large map of the area. Take photographs of the changes to form a historical record that future classes can use when looking at how the area has changed. What changes would Barnaby have liked/disliked?
	Realise that the process of change is continuous and happens in most places.

Develop their understanding of chronology.
	Literacy: when listing changes children can learn about the purpose of lists and how they are constructed and organised, e.g. by using numbers, using a title.

History: the sequence of change in the area links to the idea of chronology.

SAFETY – All off-site visits must be carried out in accordance with LEA and school guidelines.


www.barnabybear.co.uk 


